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Instructions & Frequently Asked Questions 

Who is invited?  

All Principle Investigators (PI) must attend the Midterm symposium. NEURON also cordially 
invites doctoral students or PostDocs to participate as early career researchers (ECRs). We ask all 
PIs to identify one ECR who will present a poster. The travel costs of one ECR per PI can be 
covered by NEURON (see below). Every PI can be accompanied by additional ECRs but please 
note that only one ECR can present a poster and get reimbursement.  

Is attendance mandatory? 

Attendance is mandatory for all PIs. Attendance of ECRs is voluntary.  

How to register? 

Please register here by July 25th, 2019, at the latest.  

• PIs please note that you will be asked to identify your accompanying ECR, who shall be 
presenting a poster (Name and Email).  

• ECRs please note that you will need to provide an abstract for your poster presentation. 

Will travel expenses be reimbursed? 

No, travel expenses should be covered by the travel budget allocated to your project. Please 
confirm your attendance by July 25th, 2019 via registration.  

The travel expenses of one ECR per PI can be covered by NEURON under the following 
conditions: 

• Timely confirmation by respective PI and registration with a publishable abstract. 
• Poster presentation at the symposium. 
• NEURON reimburses up to two nights (including breakfast, but no other extra facilities) 

at a maximum rate of 80 € per night as well as the travel expenses (flight, public 
transport). 

• According to the federal travel refund regulations, parking fees, taxi costs, internet 
access, meals and drinks are not refundable. 

• Please arrange your travel and accommodation ASAP to keep costs low. 
• Overall travel costs exceeding a total of 750 € have to be confirmed prior to booking 

and may be ineligible without official confirmation by the Secretariat (neuron-
eranet@dlr.de). 

Each eligible ECR will receive a reimbursement form prior to the midterm symposium.For 
reimbursement of expenses, you need to fill in the reimbursement form and send it as a 
hardcopy together with original receipts and boarding passes. The travel cost 
reimbursement must be sent to the address provided on the form within latest six month 
after the midterm symposium. 

  

https://survey.pt-dlr.de/index.php?r=survey/index&sid=12638&lang=en
mailto:neuron-eranet@dlr.de
mailto:neuron-eranet@dlr.de


 ERA-NET NEURON Mid-term symposium 17th - 18th September 2019 - FAQ 

2 
 

What to expect? 

On September 18th there will be dedicated slots for oral presentations of all funded projects.   
The Midterm symposium will be preceded by poster presentations of the ECRs. Additionally, 
workshops will be hosted. Please note that you will need to register for participation. 

• Each coordinator will be giving a 15+5 min oral PowerPoint presentation about the 
consortium and so far achievements on September 18th, 2019. Detailed instructions 
will be emailed to coordinators in due time. 

• Each ECR will present a poster at a poster session on September 17th, 2019, and 
submit the according abstract until July 25th, 2019.  Abstracts will be published and 
made available in print in the meeting’s abstract book. 

• Workshops for all participants on September 17th, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Scientific workshops invite researchers to gain insight of the cross-talk between 
neuroscience and ethics. In informative and interactive formats you will be able to learn 
from both perspectives, e.g. how to address ethical challenges and improve your grant 
application, or how to increase the networking between neuroscientists and ethicists by 
means of “embedded” ethicists and consultants in companies or institutes: 

o “How to write a good Ethics Self Assessment”  
by Prof T. Spranger, Faculty of Law, University of Bonn 

o “Practical Ethics – practice examples of the Munich Graduate School for 
Ethics in Practice”  
by PD Bagattini, Munich Graduate School for Ethics in Practice LMU Munich,  

 see our website https://www.neuron-eranet.eu/en/899.php for details, please 
indicate participation at official registration 

• Young Investigators Satellite Meeting: In addition, we are pleased to be hosting a 
trainee-specific satellite meeting at the Joint Midterm Symposium. This workshop will 
take place on September 17th, from 12:10 – 15:30 and will include lunch for the 
attendees. This session will be kindly hosted by Prof Frank Kooy (University Antwerp, The 
Netherlands) and Mila Mirceta (University of Toronto, Canada).  
This session has 2 aims: 
(1) Give trainees the opportunity to present their work in a concise manner to other 
trainees from various disciplines  
(2) Train trainees to formulate and ask questions of scientific speakers in a 
supportive environment.  
 
Attending trainees will also engage in a networking activity, which we hope will 
establish connections between Consortia/Research Groups that will be carried on 
through the Symposium. Further, those trainees giving talks will be guided in the 
preparation and delivery of outstanding scientific presentations accessible to a wider 
scientific audience. 
Each Consortia is permitted to nominate 3 trainees to attend this workshop, 
and one trainee to give a short presentation on the ongoing work of that 
Consortia (total of 4 trainees per consortia). More than one trainee is permitted to 
assist with preparing this presentation, however only the single named speaker will be 
given the opportunity to present. Presenters are encouraged to focus on their own data 
but to also share some data from the whole consortia to give a stimulating and 
complete story.  
 

https://www.neuron-eranet.eu/en/899.php
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More information on this Satellite Meeting will be provided in the coming weeks, but 
at this time we ask that Consortia please determine amongst themselves which trainees 
shall be nominated for attendance (2-3 trainees) and presentation (1 trainee) prior to 
July 2th, 2019. A trainee is defined as either a graduate student (MSc or PhD) or a 
post-doctoral fellow within 5 years of completing their doctorate. 

 
What is the format of the oral project presentations? 

Coordinators will present the progress of the project in a short PowerPoint presentation (15 min 
+ 5 for questions). We would like to emphasize the importance of your presentation for the 
funding agencies to evaluate the progress of the funding measure. This progress report should 
therefore include not only scientific results, but also developments of internal infrastructure, 
enhanced cooperation between research groups, and any translational aspects of your research.  

Thus, we kindly ask you to address the following points in your talk: 

• Who is part of your consortium? What is your main aim?  
• How is the collaboration within the consortium structured? Do you share materials or 

data? How do you meet? Have there been any mutual lab visits/exchanges?  
• What is the progress of the joint collaboration in relation to the work plan? Have you 

come across problems? How did you solve them? Has the original work plan changed?  
• What are the main achievements and results of your consortium thus far? Please keep in 

mind the audience’s varied scientific backgrounds.  
• What are your next steps?  

Session chairs will evaluate the progress of your project and your collaboration based on your 
presentation and midterm reports. 

What does the “monitoring” at the symposium imply for my consortium?  

The oral presentations are part of the project monitoring in terms of a status report on the 
project and the occasion to direct networking. The funders will be supported by external experts 
who will assess the scientific progress of the projects. Those experts will chair the sessions and 
stimulate the discussion on the individual project development. They will also provide a written 
comment on the project status, or possibly constructive recommendations. Those comments will 
be forwarded to both, the funders and the coordinators after the meeting. Each consortium will 
have the opportunity to address the comments in their next annual report.  Should critical issues 
be identified, the funders will support the researchers in finding a suitable solution.  

What is the required poster format? 

One ECR per PI is obliged to present her or his work on the project as poster.  
Please bring your printed poster in A0 upright format to the meeting. Posters can be hung on 
Tuesday, 17th September between 10am - 1pm. As your work is part of the ERA-NET NEURON 
call, please make sure to acknowledge this accordingly. 

At the venue you will find a poster list and corresponding directions and instructions. Please be 
present at your poster at the indicated time in the agenda and your poster number.  

The best poster will be awarded! 
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Is an abstract of the poster required? 

Yes, each ECR must submit an abstract of the poster during the registration process by July 
25th, 2019.  The abstract is limited to a maximum of 250 words and has to include list of all 
authors. The abstracts will be published in a citable format.  

Where to go, where to stay? 

The venue will be at the Gulbenkian Foundation, Av. de Berna, 45A, 1067-001 Lisbon, 
auditorium 2. Please find a preliminary agenda on our website https://www.neuron-
eranet.eu/en/899.php. 

Please find hotel suggestions in the information package. Here you will also find important 
details on the venue a. Please note that the availability at the hotels is limited in high season.  
We strongly recommend to book early.  

Further information 

Please find further information on the updated agenda, venue, and more on our download 
section.  

Your NEURON team 

https://gulbenkian.pt/en/the-foundation/informations/
https://www.neuron-eranet.eu/en/899.php
https://www.neuron-eranet.eu/en/899.php
https://www.neuron-eranet.eu/en/899.php

